On December 31, 2019, a new infectious respiratory disease (subsequently referred to as coronavirus disease 2019 \[COVID-19\]) was reported to the World Health Organization [@bib0035]. As COVID-19 continues to spread across the world, many countries have taken exceptional health measures (e.g., physical distancing and containment) to reduce transmission of the disease. In France, the government imposed a nationwide lockdown period from March 16 to May 11, 2020. The entire French population was instructed to stay at home as much as possible and to avoid nonessential travel. Childcare centers and schools were closed, out-of-school activities were no longer possible, and thus children had to spend more time at home.

Social isolation is known to be a risk factor for child abuse [@bib0040], [@bib0045]. Researchers have found that all types of child abuse become more frequent during school holidays, summer breaks, and natural disasters (disease outbreaks, hurricanes, etc.) [@bib0040]. Women in an abusive relationship and their children are more likely to be exposed to domestic violence and abuse when family members spend more time in close contact with each other and when families have to cope with additional stress, financial problems, and/or unemployment [@bib0050].

We collected data on 31 children (under the age of 18) at risk of abuse who were admitted to the emergency department and pediatric wards at Amiens university hospital (Amiens, France) during the French lockdown period. There were 16 supervision orders and 10 interim care orders, and seven children were subsequently placed in foster care. The local Child Welfare Office (*Cellule* *de* *Recueil* *des* *Informations* *Préoccupantes*) recorded a significant year-on-year decrease in the number of supervision orders. During the months of March, April, and May 2020, schools (the main source of orders) prompted only 24 orders, compared with 136 for the same period in 2019. Similarly, the state prosecution service issued a total of 45 supervision orders for the March--May period in 2020, versus 136 for the same period in 2019. The national child abuse helpline submitted 39 requests for supervision orders to the Child Welfare Office during March--May 2020, versus 42 for the same period in 2019.

It is known that emergencies and natural disasters increase the risk of child abuse because they weaken child protection services and disrupt preventative measures [@bib0045], [@bib0050]. The lack of social care and monitoring during a lockdown means that domestic violence and child abuse may go unreported. During France\'s lockdown period, consultations in maternity wards and child welfare services were restricted to emergencies. Parent--child meetings in the presence of a social worker were suspended, and daycare centers for disabled children were closed. The government\'s instructions to stay at home and the fear of catching COVID-19 led to a sharp decline in visits to emergency departments and in hospital appointments (by 45% for adults and by 70% in pediatric wards since mid-March 2020), which in turn led to reduced opportunities for screening for child abuse [@bib0050], [@bib0055].

From the beginning of lockdown to April 22, 2020, 92 children were placed in care by the French courts nationally [@bib0060]. However, the decrease in reports of suspected abuse during the lockdown (due to school closures and the disruption of child welfare services) reflects a lack of screening rather than a decrease in actual abuse. Sadly, some isolated cases of child abuse during the lockdown will probably not be detected because the family was not officially "at risk" and/or because the abused children have not yet returned to school.

Furthermore, the French national child abuse helpline received 14,531 calls between April 13 and 19, 2020, compared with 7674 over the same period in 2019 -- an 89.4% increase. Between March 16 and April 12, 2020, home visits by law enforcement officers increased by 48% year-on-year [@bib0060]. We hypothesize that some local child welfare offices switched their calls to the national helpline because some of their staff were teleworking. Secondly, a national awareness and information campaign on domestic violence was launched during the lockdown via France\'s main newspapers, television channels, and social networks, and in supermarkets. Hopefully, the child abuse helpline and the information campaign have helped to detect child abuse that would otherwise have been diagnosed only after the lockdown period.

There are several other potential ways of detecting and preventing child abuse during emergencies and natural disasters:•the use of teleconsultations and video conferencing on smartphones to check on at-risk children and to prevent social isolation;•the maintenance of home visits by social workers using personal protective equipment (facemasks, hand sanitizer, etc.) and;•the administration of a health questionnaire and a child abuse screening tool, and a consultation with the school health team when children return to school.
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